
 
 
 

Letter of Recommendation for Molly Collins 
 
It is my pleasure to write a letter of recommendation for Molly Collins.  She played softball for me for 
three years at Hope College (my first three years), and it was an absolute joy to coach her.  I also was her 
boss at the Dow Center, the fitness center for students on Hope’s campus, where she served as a student 
supervisor.  She is someone who had a significant impact on people around her, and who was a wonderful 
teammate and worker.  
 
Molly had incredible influence on our team, and she modeled the expectations that she had of others.  She 
supported teammates at all times, and although she had a somewhat limited role on the field for us, she 
provided tremendous leadership to our team, even being voted a captain her senior season.  It isn’t often 
that role players get voted captains, so that was definitely a special honor for Molly, and something that is 
a tribute to the things she brought to our team that her teammates and coaches respected and valued.  She 
brings life and energy to situations, and she contributes positivity by being that person who’s willing to go 
the extra mile for others.  She is a very reliable person, and someone who cares deeply  for the her friends 
and teammates.  Beyond those wonderful personality traits, Molly is a person of high moral standards and 
tremendous work ethic.  She was involved in many  things on Hope’s campus, and she balanced them 
well, and contributed at a high level in each of them.  
 
At the Dow Center, her role was to supervise the building which includes overseeing four other student 
workers during her shift and all the users of the facility.  The building employs approximately 100 
workers and provides service for 1,300 members plus 3,200 students.  She was one of our best 
supervisors, which can be a difficult job due to the fact that they are asked to supervise their peers and 
interact with adults of all ages.  
  
With what I know of Molly, she would be a phenomenal physical educator.  She would bring energy each 
day, an ability to adapt to different situations and students, and find ways to connect with each individual 
in her class.  She is not afraid to lead.  She’s not afraid to confront situations.  She shows a great balance 
of having high expectations and calling people to them, and having compassion for all who she comes in 
contact with.  I think that is the kind of person who makes for a wonderful teacher.  
 
If you have any questions about Molly’s abilities or character, please call me.  I am more than willing to 
share further.  I can be reached at 616-395-7956 (office), 616-403-2171 (cell), or via e-mail at 
vandehoef@hope.edu.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mary VandeHoef 
Head Softball Coach - Hope College  


